
LESSON  2  

MICROORGANISMS: FRIEND AND FOE 

KEK WORDS 

 

1. ALGAE    :   A   group  of  non -flowering  aquatic  plants . It  contains   chlorophyll   but  lack  true    

stems ,roots ,leaves  and vascular tissue. 

2. ANTI  BIOTICS   : The medicines that kill or stop the germ of diseases causing microorganisms. 

3. ANTI BODIES  : These are protein produced by the  body’s immune system when it detects  

harmful substances like antigens. 

4. BACTERIA : These are  single celled microorganisms .They are put under the plant kingdom 

because they have rigid definite cell wall. 

5. CARRIER : These are some insects and animals which act as carrier  of diseases causing  microbes 

(ex)housefly. 

6. COMMUNICABLE DISEASES: The microbial  diseases  which spread from an infected person to a 

healthy person through air, water , food and physical contact. 

7. FERMENTATION:  The process of conversion of sugar into alcohol. 

8. FUNGI:  Fungi are microorganisms.  They are not green plants.  They cannot synthesize their 

food.  They depend on others for their food. 

9. LACTOBACILLUS:   A Type of bacteria which promotes the formation of curd from milk. 

10. MICROORGANISMS:  The organisms which are too small not seen by the naked eyes and can be 

seen only through a microscope. 

11. NIRTOGEN CYCLE:  A Process by which amount of nitrogen remains contact in the atmosphere is 

known as nitrogen cycle. 

12. NIRTOGEN FIXATION:  The process of conversion of atmospheric nitrogen into its usable forms is 

called nitrogen fixation. 

13. PASTEURIZATION:  The process in which milk is heated to about 70 degree Celsius for 15 to 30 

seconds and suddenly cools it prevents the growth of microbes. 

14. PATHOGENS:  The disease causing microorganisms in plants and animals. 

15. PRESERVATION:  Preservation of food from by the action of microorganism. 

16. PROTOZOA:  These are unicellular animals. 

17. RHIZOBIUM:  There are bacteria which live in the root nodules of leguminous plants and 

responsible for nitrogen fixation. 

18. VACCINE:  The substances which is infected to trigger the body to develop its own defense by 

producing antibodies is known as vaccine.  

19. VIRUS:  Viruses are parasites and are kept on the borderline of living and non living.  They 

reproduce only inside the cells of the host organisms. 

20. YEAST:  These are unicellular fungi. Yeast reproduce rapidly and produce carbon dioxide during 

respiration.  It is used for commercial production of alcohol, wine and bakery products. 

 

 


