
  CLASS – VIII                          By- AMAR SINGH RAJAWAT 

  CHAPTER – 3rd Glimpses of the Past 

  ANSWER 

COMPREHENSION CHECK  

Q.1. Look at picture 1 and recall the opening lines of the origin song in Hindi. Who is the    

singer? Who else do you see in this picture 

 Ans. The opening line of the original songs is :"ऐ मेरे वतन के लोगो, जरा आँख में भर लो पानी, जो 
शहीद हुए है उनकी. जरा याद करो कुरबानी।"  

                                   The singer is Lata Mangeshkar. Pt. Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri and Indira 

Gandhi are seen in this picture. 

Q. 2. In picture2 what do you understand by the Company's 'superior weapons’? 

 Ans. Company had latest weapons and guns whereas Indian princes used to fight with swords. 

 3. Who is an artisan? Why do you think the artisans suffered) (Picture 3) 

 Ans. An artisan is a person who is an expert in making various artistic things. He may be a 

painter, handicraft-maker etc. They suffered because of oppressive rules of the Britishers. 

 4. Which picture, according to you, reveals the first speaks of the fire of revolt? 

 Ans. Picture 7 (The sparks) 

                                               WORKING WITH THE TEXT 

Q.1. Do you think the Indian princes were short-sighted in their approach to the events of 

1757? 

 Ans. Yes, the Indian princes were really short-sighted. They always kept on fighting among 

themselves. They also took support of the British to defeat their own men.  

 Q.2. How did the East India Company subdue the Indian Princes?  

 Ans. The East India Company subdued the Indian princes through their policy of ‘ divide and 

rule’. First they extended support to the Indian Kings and later took over their kingdom.  

 Q.3. Quote the words used by Ram Mohan Roy to say that every religion teaches the same  

principles. 

  Ans. He said, "Cows are of different colours. But the colour of their milk is the same. Different 

teachers have different opinions but the essence of every religion is the same." 

 Q.4. In what ways did the British officers exploit Indians?  



 Ans. The British officers imposed heavy taxes on Indian farmers. They made British goods free 

of import duty. They also cut the thumbs of  Indian artisans. They also exploited Indians in many 

other ways. 

Q.5. Name these people.  

 (1) The ruler who fought pitched battles against the British and died fighting. 

Ans. Tipu sultan of Mysore. 

 (ii) The person who wanted to reform the society.  

Ans. Raja Ram Mohan Roy  

 (iii) The person who recommended the introduction of English  education in India.  

Ans. Lord Macualay 

(iv) Two popular leaders who led the revolt (Choices may vary.) के लोगों, 
Ans. Tatya Tope and Mangal Pandey. 

 

 Q.6. Mention the following 

 (i) Two examples of absurd social practices prevailing then. 

Ans. (i) Untouchability 

        (ii) Child marriage. 

 (ii) Two oppressive policies of the British. 

Ans.(i) Imposed heavy taxes on Indian goods. 

        (ii) To put the Indian in jail without trial in court.  

 (iii) Two ways in which common people suffered.  

 Ans (i) Indian industries were ruined with the exporting of British machine made goods. 

       (ii) The Indian farmers had to abandon their land due to heavy taxes. 

 (iv) Four reasons for the discontent that led to the 1857 war of independence.  

  Ans. (i) Indians were given pittance and slow promotions. 

          (ii) In the grease of bullet, Britishers mixed fat of pigs and cow 

          (iii) They took heavy tax from the peasants which ruined them. 

          (iv) They snatched the kingdom of old rulers. 

 


