
CLASS – 8TH                       

Honeydew- Chapter – 7th (Poem) When I Set Out for Lyonnesse 

By- Thomas Hardy 

                                         

                                                    INTRODUCTION 

 

As a young apprentice architect, British poet and novelist, Thomas Hardy once visited to 

supervise the restoration of a church. In this poem, he has described his journey to the parish, his 

stay there, and what changes people and he himself observed on his return. 

                                                  

                                                 SUMMARY IN ENGLISH 

 The poet says that he set out for Lyonnesse (a parish an imaginable place) which was a hundred 

miles away. He found snow on the leaves and branches of trees and found starlight on the way. 

He then says that during his stay there, something strange happened that neither any prophet nor 

any wizard would guess. But on his return he found magic in his eyes. He was glowing and this 

glow was so rare and deep that no one could understand it. 

                                                      

                                                  Working with the poem 

Q. 1. In the first stanza, find words that show 

     (i) that it was very cold. 

     (ii) that it was late evening. 

     (iii) that the traveller was alone. 

Ans. (i) rime, 

       (ii) starlight, 

      (iii) lonesomeness. 

 

Q. 2. 

 (a) Something happened at Lyonnesse. It was: 

(i) improbable. 

 (ii) impossible. 

(iii) unforeseenable. 



Ans. (a) Something happened at Lyonnesse. It was: 

 (i) improbable 

 (ii) unforeseenable. 

(b) Pick out two lines from stanza 2 to justify your answer.  

Ans.(b) No prophet durst declare; 

              Nor did the wisest wizard guess 

              What would bechance at Lyonnesse. 

 

 Q. 3. (i) Read the line (stanza 3) that implies the following. 

         "Everyone noticed something, and they made guesses, but didn't speak a word. 

          Ans. All marked with mute surmise." 

         (ii)Now read the line that refers to what they noticed.  

          Ans.  My radiance rare and fathomless. 

 

                             PASSAGES FOR COMPREHENSION 

 

Read the given stanzas carefully and answer the questions that follow each. 

 

When I set out for Lyonnesse 

A hundred miles away, 

The rime was on the spray; 

 And starlight lit my lonesomeness 

When I set out for Lyonnesse 

 A hundred miles away. 

Questions : 

(i) Who is ‘I’ here? 

(ii) Where did he go ? 



 (iii) What did he see on the way ? 

(iv) What was the time then ? 

Answers :  

(i) I here is the poet Thomas Hardy.  

(ii) He went to Lyonnesse which was a hundred miles away. 

(iii) He saw snow on the leaves and branches. 

 (iv) It was evening that time as there was starlight on the way. 
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