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                                              COMPREHENSION CHECK 

Which is the right sentence ?  

Q. 1. "Cambridge was my metaphor for England To the writer, 

           (i) Cambridge was a reputed university in England. 

           (ii) England was famous for Cambridge  

           (iii) Cambridge was the real England. 

 Ans. (iii) Cambridge was the real England. 

Q. 2. The writer phoned Stephen Hawking's house 

         (i) from the nearest phone booth. 

        (ii) from outside a phone booth. 

        (iii) from inside a phone booth. 

Ans. (ii) from outside a phone booth. 

 Q. 3. Every time he spoke to the scientist, the writer felt guilty because 

          (i) he wasn't sure what he wanted to ask. 

          (ii) he forced the scientist to use his voice synthesiser. 

          (iii) he was face to face with a legend. 

 Ans. (ii) he forced the scientist to use his voice mthesiser. 

 Q. 4. "I felt a huge relief ..... in the possibilities of  my body." In the given context, the 

highlighted words refer to 

         (i) shifting in the wheelchair, turning the wrist. 

        (ii) standing up, walking. 

        (üi) speaking, writing. 

 Ans. (i) shifting in the wheelchair, turning the wrist. 



                                        Working with the text 

 

Answer the following questions : 

 Q. 1. (i) Did the prospect of meeting Stephen Hawking make the writer nervous? If so, why?   

Ans. Yes, he felt nervous when he went to meet Stephen Hawking because he was fed up with 

people asking him to be brave.  

(ii) Did he at the same time feel very excited? if so, why ? 

 Ans. Yes, he felt very excited at the same time because Stephen Hawking was also totally 

paralysed, still he had made great achievement. This gave him strength to do still better. 

Q.2. Guess the first question put to the scientist by the writer.  

Ans. "You have been very brave, haven't you ?" said the writer. 

 Q.3. Stephen Hawking said, “I’ had no choice.” Does the writer think there was a choice? What 

was it ? 

Ans. Yes, the writer thought that Stephen Hawking had a choice. He chose to live creatively 

despite his paralysis. 

 Q. 4. "I could feel his anguish." What could be the anguish? 

Ans. Stephen's anguish was that he found it difficult to find the right words on his computer. He 

felt frustrated and tired. 

Q. 5. What endeared the scientist to the writer so that  he said he was looking at one of the most 

beautiful men  in the world ?  

Ans. The scientist’s one-way smile endeared him to writer. So the writer said he was looking at 

one of the most beautiful men in the world.  

 Q. 6. Read aloud the description of ‘ the beautiful’ man. Which is the most beautiful sentence in 

the description? 

 Ans. The man was very weak. His head twisted sideways into a slump and the trunk shrunk into 

the pale blue shirt, the wasted legs, you look at his eyes which can speak still. They are saying 

something huge and urgent-it is hard to tell what. The last sentence is the most beautiful sentence 

in the description. 

 Q.7. (i) If the lantern' is the man, what would its 'walls be? 

        (ii) What is housed within the thin walls ? 

        (iii) What general conclusion does the writer draw from the com parison ? 



Ans. (i) If the lantern' is the man, its 'walls' would be skeleton-like physical structure. 

(it) The light/glow is housed within the thin walls. 

 (iii) From the comparison, the writer draws the general conclusion that it is not the body but the 

eternal soul that matters'. 

 Q.8. What is the scientist's message for the disabled? 

 Ans. The disabled should concentrate on what they are good at. It is the scientist's message to 

them. 

 Q.9. Why does the writer refer to guitar incident? What idea does it support? 

Ans. The writer spent many years trying to play a Spanish guitar considerbaly larger than he was. 

One night, he unstringed it very joyfully. 

       It supports the idea that things like the disabled olympics are a waste of time. One should 

practice what one is good at. 

 Q.10. The writer expresses his great gratitude to Stephen Hawking What is the gratitude for ? 

Ans. Stephen Hawking spared time for the writer. He also gave him guidance about the disabled, 

their activities and temperaments. Therefore, the writer expresses gratitude to Stephen Hawking.  

Q.11. Complete each of the following sentences taking their appropriate parts from both boxes 

below.  

(i) There was his assistant on the line... 

(ii) You get fed up with people asking you to be brave,….. 

(iii) There he was,….. 

(iv) You can look at his eyes which can speak... 

 (v) It doesn't do much good to know...... 

                                                               A 

 

*tapping at a little switch in his hand 

* and I told him 

* that there are people 

* as if you have a courage account 

* and they are saying something huge and urgent 



                                                           B 

 

*trying to find the words on his computer. 

* I had come in a wheelchair from India. 

 * on which you are too lazy to draw a cheque. 

* smiling with admiration to see you breathing still. 

* it is hard to tell what. 

 

Ans. 

(i) There was his assistant on the line I had come in a wheelchair from India. 

(ii) You get fed up with people asking you to be brave as if you have a courage account on 

which you are too lazy to draw a cheque. 

 (iii) There he was, tapping at a little switch in his hand trying to find the words on his 

computer. 

(iv) You look at his eyes which can speak, and they are saying something huge and urgent it is 

hard to tell what. 

(v) It doesn't do much good to know that there are people smiling with admiration to see you 

breathing still. 
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