
CLASS – 9TH    English                   

Beehive- Chapter – 8th Reach for the Top 

 

Part-I      Santosh Yadav 
 

Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each: 

Q.1. Why was the 'holy man' who gave Santosh's mother blessings surprised? 

Ans.The holy man blessed Santosh's mother with a son. But Santosh's grandmother was standing 

nearby. She said that they did not want a son but a daughter. It surprised the holy man; 

particularly because the birth of a daughter in that area was not welcomed. 

Q.2. Give an example to show that even as a young girl Santosh was not ready to accept anything 

unreasonable. 

Ans. Santosh began to live life on her own terms from the beginning, At that time other girls 

wore traditional Indian dresses but she preferred to wear shorts. She found nothing wrong in it.  

Q.3.Why was Santosh sent to the local school? 

Ans. Santosh's parents were affluent landowners. They could afford to send their children to the 

best schools. But they sent Santosh to the local village school. They did so to follow the 

prevailing custom in the family.  

Q.4. When did she leave home for Delhi, and why? 

Ans. When she became sixteen, her parents put pressure on her to get married. But she wanted to 

study. So she left home and got herself enrolled in a school in Delhi. 

Q.5. Why did Santosh's parents agree to pay for her schooling in Delhi? What mental qualities of 

Santosh are brought into light by this incident?  

Ans. Santosh's parents had refused to pay for her education in Delhi. Santosh politely informed 

them of her plans to earn money by working part time to pay for her school fees. Then they 

agreed to pay for her schooling. This incident shows that Santosh was a girl of strong 

determination. 

 

II. Answer each of these questions in a short paragraph (about 30 words). 

Q.1. How did Santosh begin to climb short mountains? 

Ans.When Santosh was in Jaipur for her higher studies, she watched people from her room in 

Kasturba Hostel going up the Aravalli Hills and disappearing after sometime. One day, she 

decided to go there and found that those people were mountaineers.  



       They encouraged her to take up climbing and then she began to climb mountains. 

 

Q.2. What incidents during the Everest expedition show Santosh's concern for her team-mates? 

Ans. During the Everest mission, Santosh helped a dying climber but she was not able to save 

him. But she saved another climber Mohan Singh by sharing her oxygen with him. These 

incidents show her concern for her team-mates. 

Q.3. What shows her concern for the environment? 

 Ans. Santosh was a sincere environmentalist. While on the Everest mission, she collected and 

brought down 500 kilograms of garbage from the Himalayas. 

Q.4.How does she describe her feelings at the summit of the Everest? 

Ans. Santosh said that the feeling at the summit of the Everest was indescribable and unreal. 

Hoisting the Indian flag was a spiritual moment for her and she felt proud as an Indian 

Q.5. Santosh Yadav got into the record books both times she scaled Mt Everest. What were the 

reasons for this? 

Ans. Santosh Yadav got into the record books both times she scaled Mt Everest. For the first 

time, she became the youngest woman in the world to achieve the record. For the second time, 

she became the only woman to climb Mt. Everest twice. 

 

Part- II   Maria Sharapova 

 

Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each: 

Q.1. What is something disarming about Maria Sharapova? 

 Ans. World's greatest tennis sensation Maria Sharapova is different. Unlike all other woman 

tennis players, there is something at odds with her ready smile and glamorous attire. And that 

something lifted her to the world number one position in women's tennis on Monday, 22 August 

2005. She hails from Siberia and it took her four years to reach the top position. 

 Q.2. Why did Sharapova leave Siberia for the U.S.A.? 

 Ans. At the age of nine years Maria Sharapova left Siberia for Florida in the U.S.A. She went 

there to attend training camp for women tennis. She undertook hard training for two years. Her 

father Yuri also went with her.  

 Q.3.Why did Sharapova have to be separated from her mother? How did it affect her? 



Ans. Maria was just ten year old when her father brought her to the United States for training. 

That trip to Florida with her father Yuri paved her path to success and stardom. But, she had to 

bear separation from her mother Yelena as the mother had to stay back in Siberia because of visa 

restrictions. Little Maria learnt an important lesson in life-tennis excellence would only come at 

a price. 

 Q.4. What impact did her loneliness leave upon her? 

 Ans. Maria had to stay alone as mother was left in Siberia and her father was busy. Her senior 

players would command over her and ordered her to clean the room. She did not feel depressed 

These circumstances made her rather tough and determined. She learnt to take care of herself and 

knew what her goals were That toughness runs through Maria even today. It was the key to her 

bagging the ladies' singles crown at Wimbledon in 2004 and to her meteoric rise to the world 

number one spot the following year. 

Q.5. At the age of nine years, what lesson had Sharapova learnt?  

Ans.In the U.S.A. Maria Sharapova had to face a heart wrenching two year separation from her 

mother. This separation made her learn an important lesson that tennis excellence would only 

come at a price. 

 

Q.6.How was Sharapova treated by the seniors in the training camp? 

Ans.Maria Sharapova was just nearly ten years old. The seniors in the training camp treated her 

badly. They woke her up at 11 p.m and ordered her to tidy up the room and clean it. 

 Q.7. What does Maria Sharapova say about her Russian nationality? 

Ans. Maria Sharapova has spent a large part of her life in America but she is truly a Russian at 

heart. She speaks American but takes pride in being a Russia. She is thankful to America for 

playing a big role in her life but wishes to play for Russia. 

Q.8. What hobbies does Maria Sharapova have? 

Ana. Like any number of teenaged sensations, Maria Sharapova has fashion, singing and dancing 

as her hobbies. She loves reading the novels of Arthur Conan Doyle. She loves evening gowns, 

pancakes with chocolate spread and fizzy orange drinks. 
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