CLASS -9TH English
MOMENTS (Supplementary) - Chapter — 6- Weathering the Storm in Ersama
By- Harsh Mander

Answer the following questions .
Q.1.What havoc has the super cyclone wreaked in the life of the people of Orissa?

Ans.On 27th October, 1999, a super cyclone struck the coastal areas of Orissa in the evening.
Winds beat against the houses with great fury and there was heavy and continuous rain. Houses
and people were washed away in the flood. The trees were uprooted and crashed to the earth.
The water entered into the houses and washed away the most of the household things, Many
houses collapsed and a lot of people died.

Q2. How has Prashant, a teenager been able to help the people of his village?

Ans. Prashant is just nineteen years old. He has organised a group of youths and elders to help
the cyclone victims of his village and the nearby areas. His group has managed to get rice from
the village merchant which they have cooked and distributed among hungry people. He has also
put up a polythene tent to provide shelter to the orphan kids and has asked the women to look
after them. Along with the youth volunteers he goes to clean the shelter of filth, urine, vomit and
floating carcasses.

Q.3. How have the people of the community helped one another? What role do the women of
Kalikuda play during these days?

Ans. The people of the community show a great cooperation. They join hands with Prashant to
launch a cleanliness campaign. The women of Kalikuda look after the orphaned children and the
men secure food and materials for the shelter.

Q.4. Why do Prashant and other volunteers resist the plan to set up institutions for orphans and
widows? What alternatives do they consider?

Ans. The government plans to set up institutions for orphans and widows. Prashant and other
volunteers resist this plan. They think that in such institutions, the children will grow up without
any love and the widows will suffer from Stigma and loneliness They suggest that they should be
resettled in their own community where they can support each other.

Q.5. Do you think Prashant is a good leader? Do you think young people can get together to
help people during natural calamities?

Ans. There is no doubt that Prashant is a good leader. He has an optimistic view about life. He
organises both the young and the elderly people to get rice from the merchant. He makes teams
to provide help to the cyclone victims. He inspires women to look after the orphans and start
working in the food-for-work programmes. He successfully protests against the plan of setting up



institutions for the orphans and widows. | think young people can get together to help people
during natural calamities and play an important role.
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