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Q1.Why do you think Gandhi considered the Champaran episode to be a turning-point in his
life?

Answer

The Champaran episode began as an attempt to ease the sufferings of large number of poor
peasants. He got the whole hearted support of thousands of people. Gandhiji admitted that he
had done a very ordinary thing. He declared that the British could not order him about in his own
country. Hence he considered the Champaran episode as a turning point in his life.

Q2.How was Gandhi able to influence lawyers? Give instances.

Answer

Gandhi was able to influence the lawyers through his conviction, earnestness and pertinent
questioning. Gandhi reproached the lawyers of Muzzafarpur for charging a large sum of money
as fee from the peasants. Later, the lawyers from Bihar opined that they would return to their
own places in the event of his imprisonment. But, Gandhi made them realise that it would be
impudent for them, being lawyers from a neighbouring place, to return when a stranger was
ready to get himself imprisoned for the peasants. So, they agreed to follow him to jail. Gandhi
also convinced the lawyers not to seek support from an Englishman and be self-reliant.

Q3.What was the attitude of the average Indian in smaller localities towards advocates of ‘home
rule’?

Answer

The average Indians in smaller localities were afraid to show sympathy for the advocates of
home-rule. Gandhi stayed at Muzaffarpur for two days in the home of professor Malkani, a
teacher in a government school. It was an extraordinary thing in those days for a government
professor to give shelter to one who opposed the government.

Q4.How do we know that ordinary people too contributed to the freedom movement?

Answer

Professor J.B. Kriplani received Gandhi at Muzaffarpur railway station at midnight. He had a
large body of students with him. Sharecroppers from Champaran came on foot and by
conveyance to see Gandhi. Muzaffarpur lawyers too called on him. A vast multitude greeted
Gandhi when he reached Motihari railway station. Thousands of people demonstrated around
the court room. This shows that ordinary people too contributed to the freedom movement.

Discuss the following.

Q5.“Freedom from fear is more important than legal justice for the poor.”

.Do you think that the poor of India are free from fear after Independence?



Answer

In the story, Gandhi makes it possible for the sharecroppers of Champaran to shed their fear of
the British landlords. According to Gandhi, freedom from fear is the first step towards
self-reliance. However, it is unfortunate that the poor of the country are not free from fear, even
decades after the independence. Their actions, work, etc. are still under pressure; they are
under the mercy of the bureaucratic system. Furthermore, the poor live in a continual fear of the
police, who instead of taking care, often end up maltreating them. The already poor farmers are
becoming poorer, because of globalisation and the craze for the foreign products. This leaves
them in the fear of further destitution.

Discuss the following.

Q6.The qualities of a good leader

Answer

A leader is someone who leads the minds of others and convinces them into following his set of
ideas and beliefs. As such, there are some qualities inherent in the persona of the leader that
sets him apart from the rest. One of these qualities includes dedication to one’s work. His
enthusiasm is evident in his work and life, and this inspires others to follow him. A good leader
is courageous in the face of adversity and is never a quitter. He motivates and encourages
others, bringing out the best in them. He appreciates the efforts of others and is not biased or
impartial.



