
WhatisFederalism?

Solution:

Federalism isthe advocacyoffederalpoliticalorders,where the finalauthorityisdivided

between sub-unitsand a centre.Unlike a unitarystate,sovereigntyisconstitutionallysplit

betweenatleasttwoterritoriallevelssothatunitsateachlevelhavefinalauthorityandcanact

independentlyoftheothersinsomearea.Insuchacasecitizenshavepoliticalobligationstotwo

authorities.Theallocationofauthoritybetweenthesub-unitandcentremayvary.

Thefederalsystem thushasdualobjectivesthatistosafeguardandpromoteunityofthecountry

andaccommodateregionaldiversity.

Governmentsatdifferentlevelsshouldagreetosomerulesofpowersharing.Anidealfederal

system hasbothaspects;mutualtrustandagreementtolivetogether.

Question-2

WhatmakesIndiaaFederalCountry?

Solution:

Indiaisanationwithmanylanguages,religionsandregions.Itemergedasanindependent

nationafteralongandpainfulpartition.Severalprincelystatesbecameapartofthecountry

soonafterindependence.IndiawasdeclaredasaUnionofStates,bytheConstitution.

TheIndianUnionisbasedontheprinciplesoffederalism.TheConstitutionearlierprovidedatwo

-tiersystem ofgovernment,theUnionGovernment(CentralGovernment),representing the

UnionofIndiaandtheStategovernments.Later,PanchayatsandMunicipalitieswereaddedasa

thirdtieroffederalism.Allthesedifferentformsofgovernmentenjoyseparatejurisdiction.

Question-3

WriteabriefnoteonthelanguagepolicyadoptedinIndia.

Solution:

The‘Languagepolicy’wasthesecondtestforIndianfederation.Nolanguagewasgiventhe

statusofnationallanguagebyourConstitution.Hindiwasidentifiedastheofficiallanguage.But

onlyabout40 percentofIndianshave Hindiastheirmothertongue.Therefore,21other

languages besides Hindi,are recognised as Scheduled Languages by the Constitution.A

candidateinanexaminationconductedfortheCentralGovernmentpositionsmayopttotakethe

examinationinanyoftheselanguages.

Statestoohavetheirownofficiallanguages.Muchofthegovernmentworktakesplaceinthe

officiallanguageoftheconcernedState.

TheflexibilityshownbyIndianpoliticalleadershelpedourcountryavoidanyconflictbasedon

languages.

Question-4

Writeabriefnoteonvillagecouncils.

Solution:

VillageCouncilslookedaftertheaffairsofthevillage,hadpoliceandjudicialpowersandwere

thelinesofcontactwithhigherauthoritiesonmattersaffectingthevillages.Custom andreligion

elevatedthem toasacredpositionofauthority.

TheseCouncilswerethepivotofadministration,thecentreofsociallife,and,aboveall,afocus

ofsocialsolidarity.

Question-5

WhatarethedualobjectivesofFederalism?

Solution:



ThedualobjectivesofFederalism aretosafeguardandpromoteunityofthecountryandto

accommodateregionaldiversity.

Question-6

WhatarethedutiesofaCentralandStategovernments?

Solution:

ThedutiesoftheUnionorCentralGovernmentincludesubjectsofnationalimportancesuchas

defenceofthecountry,foreignaffairs,banking,communicationsandcurrency.Thisisbecause,

a uniform policyon these matterswillbe maintained throughoutthe country.Allthe laws

pertainingtotheabovedutiesmustbegivenonlybytheUnionGovernment.

ThedutiesoftheStateGovernmentsincludesubjectsoftheStateandlocalimportancesuchas

police,trade,commerce,agricultureandirrigation.Allthelawspertainingtotheaboveduties

mustbegivenonlybytheStateGovernments.

Someaspectshavetobetakencareof,byboth,theUnionGovernmentaswellastheState

Governments.Theyareeducation,forest,tradeunions,marriage,adoptionandsuccession.

Bothgovernmentscanmakelawsonthesesubjects.Iftheirlawsconflictwitheachother,the

lawmadebytheUnionGovernmentwillprevail.

Question-7

WhatisthespecialstatusthestateofJammuandKashmirenjoys?

Solution:

JammuandKashmirenjoysaspecialstatus.IthasitsownConstitution.Manyprovisionsofthe

IndianConstitutionarenotapplicabletothisStatewithouttheapprovaloftheStateAssembly.

IndianswhoarenotpermanentresidentsofthisStatecannotbuylandorhousehere.Similar

specialprovisionsexistforsomeotherStatesofIndiaaswell.

MultipleChoiceQuestions

PreviousYearsQuestions

1.HowmanytimeswastheconstitutionofBelgium amendedbetween1970and1993?

(a)Twotimes

(b)Threetimes

(c)Fourtimes

(d)Onetime

2.Whichofthefollowinggovernmenthastwoormorelevels?

(a)CommunityGovernment

(b)CoalitionGovernment

(c)FederalGovernment

(d)UnitaryGovernment

3.Whichofthefollowingsubjectsfallsundertheconcurrentlist?

(a)Defence

(b)Agriculture

(c)Marriage

(d)Currency

4.Whichofthefollowingcountriesisanexampleof“comingtogetherfederation”?



(a)U.S.A

(b)India

(c)Spain

(d)Belgium

NCERTQuestions

5.Thedistinguishingfeatureofafederalgovernmentis:

(a)NationalGovernmentgivessomepowerstotheprovincialgovernment.

(b)Powerisdistributedamongthelegislature,executiveandjudiciary.

(c)Electedofficialsexercisesupremepowerinthegovernment.

(d)Governmentalpowerisdividedbetweendifferentlevelsofgovernment.

6.ExaminethefollowingpairsthatgivethelevelofgovernmentinIndiaandthepowersofthe

governmentatthatleveltomakelawsonthesubjectsmentionedagainsteach.Whichofthe

followingpairsisnotcorrectlymatched?

(a)StategovernmentStateList

(b)Centralgovernment UnionList

(c)CentralandStategovernments ConcurrentList

(d)Localgovernments Residuarypowers

7.MatchListIwithListIIandselectthecorrectanswerusingthecodesgivenbelowthelists:

List1 ListII

(i)UnionofIndia A.PrimeMinister

(ii)State B.Sarpanch

(iii)MunicipalCorporation C.Governor

(iv)Gram Panchayat D.Mayor

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

(a) D A B C

(b) B C D A

(c) A C D B

(d) C D A B

8.Considerthefollowingstatements.

(i)Inafederationthepowersofthefederalandprovincialgovernmentsareclearlydemocrated.

(ii)IndiaisafederationbecausethepowersoftheUnionandstategovernmentsarespecifiedin

theConstitutionandtheyhaveexclusivejurisdictionontheirrespectivesubjects.

(iii)SriLankaisafederationbecausethecountryisdividedintoprovinces.

(iv)IndiaisnolongerafederationbecausesomepowersoftheStateshavebeendevolvedto

thelocalgovernmentbodies.

Whichofthestatementsgivenabovearecorrect?

(a)(i),(ii),(iii)

(b)(i),(iii),(iv)

(c)(i),(ii)only

(d)(ii),(iii)only

AdditionalQuestions



9.Considerthestatement:

“Comingtogetherfederation”involves:

(i)thecentralgovernmenttobecomemorepowerful.

(ii)Independentstatescomingtogetherontheirowntoform biggerunit.

(iii)Constituentunitshaveunequalpowers.

(iv)Constituentstateshaveequalpowers.

Whichofthestatementsgivenabovearecorrect

(a)(i),(ii)and(iv)

(b)(i),(iii)only

(c)(ii)and(iv)only

(d)(i),(iii)and(iv).

10.TheConstitutionofIndia

(a)dividedpowersbetweencentreandstatesinthreelists.

(b)dividedpowersbetweencentreandstatesintwolists.

(c)listedthepowersofthestatesandlefttheundefinedpowerstothestate.

(d)Specifiedthepowersofthestatesandlefttheresiduarypowerswiththecentre.

11.Incaseofaclashbetweenthelawsmadebythecentreandastateonasubjectinthe

concurrentlist:

(a)thestatelawprevails.

(b)thecentrallawprevails.

(c)boththelawsprevailwithintheirrespectivejurisdictions.

(d)theSupremeCourthastointervenetodecide.

12.TheSystem ofPanchayatiRajinvolves

(a)Thevillage,blockanddistrictlevels.

(b)Thevillage,andstatelevels.

(c)Thevillagedistrictandstatelevels.

(d)Thevillage,stateandUnionlevels.

13.Theconceptofdecentralisationsignifies

(a)Thethreetiergovernmentattheurbanlevel.

(b)Thetwotiergovernmentatonlyrurallevel

(c)Powertakenawayfrom centralandstategovernmentandgiventolocalgovernmentatboth

theurbanandrurallevels.

(d)Autonomygiventothestategovernment.

14.InIndia’sfederalsystem,thestategovernmentshavethepowertolegislateonallthose

subjectswhichareincludedinthe:

(a)Unionlist

(b)Statelist

(c)Concurrentlist

(d)Residuarysubjects

15.Whichofthefollowingsubjectsisnotincludedinthestatelist?



(a)Lawandorder

(b)Nationaldefence

(c)Education

(d)Agriculture

16.ThehighestinstitutionofPanchayatiRajinruralareais:

(a)Gram Sabha

(b)Gram Panchayat

(c)ZilaParishad

(d)Gram Samiti

17.Matchthefollowing:

Column1 ColumnII

A.UnionTerritory (i)Decision-making bodyfortheentirevillage

B.Localselfgovernment (ii)Anallianceofmorethantwoparties

C.Coalition (iii)Representativesgovernmentbodyatthedistrictlevel

D.ZilaParishad (iv)AreawhichisrunbytheUnion/Centralgovernment

(a)A–(ii),B–(iii),C–(iv)andD–(i)

(b)A–(iv),B–(i),C–(iii)andD–(ii)

(c)A–(iv),B–(i),C–(ii)andD–(iii)

(d)A–(iv),B–(iii),C–(ii)andD–(i)

18.StateTrueorFalse:

(a)Theofficiallanguagesareincludedinthe10thscheduleofourconstitutionandaretherefore

calledschedulelanguages.

(b)Educationfallsunderthestatesubject.

(c)TheheadofthemunicipalcorporationiscalledtheMayor.

(d)1/10thseatsarereservedinalllocalgovernmentbodiesforwomencandidates.

19.Thedistinguishingfeatureofafederalsystem is:

(a)NationalGovernmentgivessomepowerstotheprovincialgovernment.

(b)Powerisdistributedamongthelegislature,executiveandjudiciary.

(c)ElectedofficialsexerciseSupremePowerinthegovernment.

(d)Governmentalpowerisdividedbetweendifferentlevelsofgovernment.

20.AfewsubjectsinvariouslistsoftheIndianConstitutionaregivenhere.Groupthem underthe

Union,StateandConcurrentlistsasprovidedinthetablebelow:

(i)Defence

(ii)Police

(iii)Agriculture

(iv)Education

(v)Banking

(vi)Forests

(vii)Communications

(viii)Trade



(ix)Marriages

Whichoptioniscorrect:

(a)Unionlist(i),(viii)and(ix)

Statelist(ii),(iii)and(iv)

Concurrentlist(v),(vi)and(vii)

(b)Unionlist(i),(v)and(vii)

Statelist(ii),(iii)and(viii)

Concurrentlist(iv),(ix)and(vi)

(c)Unionlist(v),(vi)and(vii)

Statelist(iii),(vii)and(ix)

Concurrentlist(i),(ii)and(iv)

(d)Unionlist(iii),(vi)and(vii)

Statelist(v),(viii)and(ix)

Concurrentlist(iv),(ii)and(i)

21.Giveanswerinoneword:

(a)Independentstatescomingtogetherontheirowntoform abiggerunit.Blocksamiti/coming

togetherfederalism.

(b)Alargecountrydecidestodivideitspowerbetweentheconstituentstatesandthenational

government.Holdingtogetherfederalism /shorteningpower.

(c)Theareaoverwhichsomeonehaslegalauthority.Specifiedjurisdiction/Linguisticstate.

(d)A governmentformed bythecoming togetherofmorethantwo politicalparties.Local

government/coalitiongovernment.

22.Fillintheblanks:

SincetheUnitedstatesisa…………typeoffederalism,alltheconstituentstateshaveequalpowers

andstatesare………..vis-a-visthefederalgovernment.ButIndiaisa…………typeoffederationand

somestateshavemorepowersthanothers..InIndia,the………..hasmorepowers.

(a)Comingtogether/democratic

(b)Weak/strong

(c)Holdingtogether/comingtogether

(d)Stategovernment/Centralgovernment

23.WhatwasthekeychangemadeintheconstitutionofBelgium ?

(i)Increasethepowerofthecentralgovernment.

(ii)Transferofpowerstotheregionalgovernment.

(iii)Reducethepowerofthecentralgovernment

(iv)Reducethepoweroftheregionalgovernment.

Choosetheappropriateotion:

(a)(i),(iii)and(iv)

(b)(i),(ii)and(iii)

(c)(i)and(iii)

(d)(ii)and(iii)



24.Inwhatwaychangescanbemadeinthefederalconstitution:

(a)Changecanbeunilateral

(b)Changesrequiretheconsentofboththelevelsofgovernment

(c)Changescanbethroughjudiciary

(d)Changesrequireonlyconsentofthepeople

25.Whyhavethesubjectslikedefence,foreignaffairs,banking,etc.,beenincludedintheUnion

list?

(i)Thesesubjectsareoflocalimportance.

(ii)Requireauniform policyfortheexecution.

(iii)Thesesubjectsarefcfnationalimportance.

(iv)Requireaseparatepolicyofeachsubjects.

(a)(iii)and(iv)

(b)(ii)and(iii)

(c)(i)and(ii)

(d)(i)and(iv)

26.WhatisthebasicideabehindthepowersharingofIndianfederalism ?

(a)CentralisationofPower

(b)DivisionofSubjects

(c)DecentralisationofPower

(d)DistributionofPower

27.TheconceptoflinguisticstatesofIndiasignifies:

(a)creationofstatesonthebasisofreligion

(b)creationofstatesonthebasisofdifferentculture

(c)creationofstatesonthebasisoflanguage

(d)creationofstatesonthebasisofTopography

28.WhichjudgmentoftheSupremeCourtmadeIndianfederalpowersharingmoreeffective?

(a)Centralgovernmentcandismissthestategovernmenteasily.

(b)Centralgovernmentcandismissthestategovernmentwiththeconsentofjudiciary.

(c)Centralgovernmentcannotdismissthestategovernment.

(d)Centralgovernmentcannotdismissthestategovernmentinanarbitrarymanner.

29.Whatisthebasicideabehind‘decentralisationofpower?Considerthefollowingstatement:

(i)Totakeawaypowerfrom locallevel.

(ii)Tointroducedemocracyatgrassrootlevel.

(iii)Tocentralisepoweratunionlevel.

(iv)Toempowerthelocalgovernment.

(a)(i),(ii),and(iii)

(b)(i),(ii)and(iv)

(c)(ii)and(iv)only

(d)only(iv)

30.Selectthecountriesthatfollowcomingtogetherfederalsystem:



(a)TheUSA,China,Australia

(b)India,Spain,Belgium,Canada

(c)TheUSA,Switzerland,Australia

(d)ChinaandIndia

31.Whichofthefollowingcountriesfollowholdingtogetherstyleoffederation:

(a)China,Canada,AustraliaandIndia

(b)TheUSA,Australia,Belgium,Canada

(c)India,Belgium,SwedenandChina

(d)India,Spain,andBelgium

32.Listthecountrieswhichdonotfollowfederalism :

(a)Spain,Sweden,Britain

(b)India,Belgium,CanadaandAustralia

(c)TheUSA,Spain,Holland

(d)China,SriLanka,France,UnitedKingdom,Japan,ItalyandNorthKorea

33.WhichIndianstateshavebeengivenspecialstatus?

(a)Punjab,Haryana,U.P.

(b)Jammu&Kashmir

(c)TamilNadu,Karnataka,Madras

(d)Jammu&Kashmir,Assam,MeghalayaandDelhi

34.Inwhatwayspowersaresharedbetweenthestategovernmentandthecentralgovernment

inIndia:

(a)Listsystem

(b)Decentralisation

(c)HoldingTogether

(d)ComingTogether

35.Whoselawsprevailifthereisconflictbetweenthestategovernmentandcentralgovernment

onthesubjectofconcurrentlist:

(a)Thelawsmadebythestategovernment.

(b)ThelawsmadebybothStateandUnionGovernment.

(c)ThelawsmadebytheUnionGovernment.

(d)Thelawswouldbecancelled.

36.How manylanguagesarespokeninIndiaandwhatistheratioofHindispeakingpeoplein

India?

(a)114languagesspokenand40percentpeoplespeakHindi

(b)22languagesspokenand60percentpeoplespeakHindi

(c)21languagesspokenand54percentpeoplespeakHindi

(d)114languagesspokenand60percentpeoplespeakHindi

37.SelectthetwobasesonwhichnewstatesofIndiahavebeencreated:

(a)Religionandgeography



(b)Languageandregional

(c)Cultureandreligion

(d)Geographyandlanguage

38.WhichtwoConstitutionalAmendmentsof1992dealwithlocalself-government?

(a)72ndand73rdAmendmentsregardingRuralandUrban

(b)73rdand74thAmendmentsregardingRuralandUrbangovernment.

(c)71stand74thAmendmentsregardingUrbanandRuralgovernment.

(d)71stand72ndAmendmentsregardingRuralandUrbangovernment.

39.WhoisthepoliticalheadoftheMunicipalityandGram Panchyat?

(a)MayorandSarpanch

(b)DeputyCollectorandMayor

(c)SarpanchandDeputyCollector

(d)MayorandChiefMinister

ANSWERS

18.(a)True

(b)False.Educationisthesubjectofconcurrentlist.

(c)True

(d)False.Itisnotl/10thbutl/3rdseatsarereservedforwomeninlocalbodies.

19.Option (d)iscorrectoption because federalsystem dealswith two ormore levelsof

government.

20.(b)

21.(a)Comingtogetherfederalism

(b)Holdingtogetherfederalism

(c)Specifiedjurisdiction

(d)Coalitiongovernment.

22.(a)Comingtogether

(b)strong

(c)holdingtogether

(d)central

23.(d)

24.Option(b)iscorrectbecausefederalconstitutionensuresprovincialautonomyandspecific

jurisdictiontothedifferentlevels.


