
Class VIII 

HISTORY 

CHAPTER 7 

Weavers, iron smelters and factory owners 

 

Exercise 

Qn. 1  What kind................. in Europe ? 

An: Chintz, Cossaes or khassa and bandana had a large market in Europe 

Qn. 2What is jamdani?  

An:  Jamdani is fine muslin on which decorative motifs are woven on the loom in grey and white 

colour 

Qn. 3 What is bandana?  

An:  Bandana is brightly coloured and printed scarf for the neck or head, produced through a 

method of tying and dying.  

Qn. 4 Who are the agaria?  

An:  Group of men and women of Chattisgarh, they are carrying basket loads of iron-ore from the 

hills are known as agarians  

Qn. 5 Fill in the blanks 

1. Chintz 

2. Wootz 

3. 19th  

Qn. 6 How do................... histories?  

An: 

1. European traders first saw the fine cotton from India carried by Arab merchants in Mosul 

in present day Iraq. They began to refer to all finally woollen textiles as Muslino 

2. When portuguese came to india in search of spices and the cotton textiles they took Back 

to Europe came to be known as Calico which derived from Calicut 

3. The chintz is derived from chhint and bandana is derived from bandhana.  

Qn. 7  Why did the wool................... centuey?  

An: The wool and silk producers in England found themselves unable to compete with Indian 

textiles. They wanted to secure a market within the country by preventing the entry of Indian 

textiles. So they protest against the imporr of indian textiles in the 18th century.  

Qn. 8  How did the............... in India?  

An:   



1. Indian textilea now had to compete with british textiles in the european and american 

markets 

2. Exporting indian textiles to britian became very difficult, because they imposed high taxes 

on indian textiles to import to britian 

3. Thousands of weavers became unemployed  

4. By the 1830s british cotton clothes flooded in Indian markets  

Qn. 9why did the.................. century ? 

An:  

1. The new forest laws of the colonial government prevented the indian people to entering 

to the reserved forest 

2. Iron smelters had to pay a very high tax to the forest department by every furnace they 

used  

3. By the late 19th century the iron and steel being imported from Britian  

Qn. 10  What problems.......... its development?  

An: 

1. It is very difficult to compete with the cheap textiles imported from Britian 

2. In most countries the government supported the industrialisation by imposing heavy 

duties on imports  

Qn. 11What helped....... world war?  

An: 

1. Before the first world war india imported British steel for rails 

2. The import of British steel to India declined and indian railways turned ti TISCO for the 

supply of steel.  

3. As the war dragged on several years TISCO had to produce shells and carriage wheels for 

the war  

4. By 1919 the colonial government was buying 90% of the steel manufactured by TISCO,  

became the biggest steel industry within the British empire.  

Qn. 12  Locate the major centres of weaving  in India in the late 18th century in the map (separate 

maps) 

1. Plain white weaving centres 

1. Lahore 

2. Sirhind 

3. Samana 

4. Ahmedabad 

5. Cambay 

6. Burhanpur 

7. Patna 

8. Decca 

9. Calcutta 

10. Peraboli 

11. Madras 

12. Pondichery 



13. Nagapatnam 

14. Surat 

2. Checks and stripes weaving centres 

1. Lahore 

2. Sirhind 

3. Samana 

4. Surat 

5. Burhanpur 

6. Calcutta 

7. Madras 

8. Pondichery 

3. Chintz weaving centres 

1. Samana 

2. Patan 

3. Sironj 

4. Patna 

5. Decca 

6. Ahmedabad 

7. Burhanpur 

8. Calcutta 

9. Petaboli 

10. Madras 

4. Silk weaving centres 

1. Patan 

2. Ahmedabad 

3. Benaras 

Qn. 13  Why were printed Indian cotton textiles popular in England?  

An: Printed Indian Cotton Textiles wee popular in England for their exquisite floral design, fine 

texture and cheapness  

Qn. 14  What are the household spinning instruments?  

An:  Charka and Takli 

Qn. 15  Why was the wootz steel making process completely lost by the mid 19th century?  

An:   

1. The sword and armour making industry died with the conquest of India by the British 

2. Imports of iron and steel from England displaced the iron and steel production by 

craftmen in India.  

Qn. 16. Define the following  

1. Spinning jenny 

2. Aurang 

3. Smelting 

4. Bellows 

5. Slag heaps  


